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Background
Nuclear Testing in the Republic of the Marshall Islands 
67 nuclear weapons were tested between 1946 & 1954, 
at an explosive equivalent to 1.6 Hiroshima bombs, 
every single day for 12 years.

Loss of Way of Life
• Social norms 
• Self sufficiency decreased 
• Sustainability lost 
• Diet changes 
• Loss of land 
• Forced migration (climate refugees)
The Compact of Free Association 
COFA 
 COFA is an agreement between 3 nations; the Republic of Marshall Islands; Palau; 
and the Federated States of Micronesia and the US. COFA provides, “U.S. economic 
assistance, ability to immigrate freely without a visa and benefits in exchange for 
military access, exemplified the Ronald Regan Ballistic Missile Defense Test Site on 
Kwajalein Atoll of the RMI. 
 COFA Benefits inexplicably rescinded under Clintons the Personal Responsibility and 
Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act in 1996.





 Marshallese (9 total - 3 men, 6 women) 
 Advocates &/or Health Care Providers (4) 
 Conventional Content Analysis ( in vivo & pattern coding) Atlas.ti 8.4 
 Participant Observation 
Findings: 
 Health care access is difficult 
 Interpretation is often not available.
 Basic needs are often not met d/t unaffordability, (including healthcare, utilities etc.)
 Tremendous amount of sadness, despair. 
 There is a reliance & gratitude for charity 
 Emergency care is used only as a final answer, preventative care is unknown, leading to early 
mortality 
 Radiation still directly affecting people’s lives (CA, birth anomalies,) Embodied. Epigenetic. 
 Sense of fatalism after being denied care over decades. 
 HCPs & Americans know little about the Ri Majol or the hx of the RMI 
 Marshallese Cannot/Do Not 
 Shyness and Humility 
Findings: 
Shyness Humility 
 “That's the only thing. It's just the way we are brought up. You 
are not aggressive. You go and you ask one time and if you get 
denied, you will never go ask again”.  
 “It's just somewhere around this colonialism of the powers 
coming into the country and influence with currency of US 
dollars, wealth and the power as they understand it, that we 
changed our mindset and think, "Oh, it's our custom that we 
have to be quiet”.
Ri Majol Participants 
Findings: 
Ri Majol Not Known 
He shared with me that history of the United States relationship with 
the Marshall Islands, and beginning in the 1940’s. I had never known 
that history before, you know most native born, residents of the 
United States don't get taught that history. And you know, during 
that conversation, he was really explicit that because of that history, 
there's a lot of distrust; both government, of the United States 
government, State government and distrust of white people”.
Health Care Advocate Speaking of Marshallese Community Leader 
Findings:
Marshallese Don’t, Can’t, Won’t …
 They want to go to a doctor but then the doctor explains something, and yet they 
understand it all, but then maybe there are some more details that they don't 
get, and they cannot just express, oh this is what I have and I want this and I 
need this and I, Marshallese don't do that.
 We just sit there and wait for people come, we cannot just walk over-I want this. 
Can I get this? You go and you ask one time and if you get denied, you will never 
go ask again. 
Ri Majol Participants 
Discussion Themes 
 Biopower- Bio-power is under-stood in its broadest sense of “power over life.
 Slow Violence--a violence that occurs gradually and out of sight, a violence of delayed 
destruction that is dispersed across time and space, an attritional violence that is 
typically not viewed as violence at all. 
 Colonial Mentality -A colonial mentality is the internalized attitude of ethnic or cultural 
inferiority felt by people as a result of colonization, i.e. them being colonized by another 
group. It corresponds with the belief that the cultural values of the colonizer are 
inherently superior to one's own. 
 Internalized Oppression-Oppression occurs when one group has more access to power 
and privilege and that power and privilege is used to maintain the status quo, and to 
impose their worldviews on the oppressed ad justify and enforce the social , political 
and systemic denial of resources to the oppressed
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